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The nature, extent, and timing of climate change-related legislation and regulation has the potential to impose substantial burdens on the lime industry in the United States and elsewhere.  Over the last fifteen years, the U.S. government has taken several positions on the issue, with the first President Bush’s administration signing the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, but with the U.S. Senate, and later the second Bush Administration, rejecting U.S. participation in the Kyoto Protocol.  Nevertheless, actions have been taken by the federal government relating to climate change, both through legislation and regulation, and further initiatives have been proposed and considered.  In addition, state governments have also taken steps to respond to concerns about climate change.  Both the federal and state actions have already had effects on the U.S. lime industry, and the industry has been active in working with government entities to ensure that legislation and regulations will take into the fact that the industry’s process emissions are irreducible. 
This presentation and paper will survey the development of climate change legislation and regulation in the United States, focusing on federal action but also covering the most significant state action.  Past and anticipated impacts on the lime industry will be discussed, and planned industry efforts to work with legislators and regulators will be described.
