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Abstract

Growing pressure on land resources, coupled with greater environmental regulation, is encouraging the reclamation of contaminated land for beneficial use.  Stabilisation/ Solidification (S/S) is a civil engineering based remediation technique in which contaminated soil is mixed with binder to improve its engineering properties and immobilise contaminants.  Lime has an important role to play in this technology.  

S/S has been extensively employed as a remediation treatment in a number of countries, including the USA but in the UK, as in many other countries, S/S remains a developing technology.  Part of the reason for this is the cost and availability of alternative options such as landfill but additionally, although S/S can be considered a natural extension of soil stabilisation techniques, it is more challenging to design, plan and implement.   Furthermore, consultants, soil treatment contractors and environmental regulators often have very limited knowledge of this technique.  To address this situation in the UK and open up the market for S/S, the British Lime Association has collaborated with the British Cement Association and the UK’s Environment Agency to develop best practise guidelines for the design and implementation of S/S.  An overview of the best practise guidelines, methods of implementation and the role that lime plays in this technology are described. 

