Abstract

Greenhouse Gas Policy in Canada
Development of greenhouse gas policy in response to Canada’s Kyoto Protocol obligations has proven a complex task.  Despite the complexity, Canada has remained clear in its intent, and has moved slowly but steadily ahead with the development of its policy and regulatory regime.  While development of the regulatory regime is not yet complete, the outline of Canada’s greenhouse gas policy is now clear.
To set the context for the policy and regulatory regime, this paper will describe the key factors that have led to complexity in dealing with greenhouse gases in Canada, including; emissions growth, the energy production vs. emissions trade-off, regional disparities in economic activity and emissions, competitive influences, constitutional power sharing arrangements, and minority government.  Canada’s overall emission reduction plan will be briefly described.  The paper will then outline the regulatory regime for industrial emitters as it has been developed to date, describing reporting requirements, emission reduction target structure, emission offsets and trading, and assured carbon price caps.
Finally the paper will describe what the regulatory regime will mean to the lime sector specifically.  Proposed lime sector targets will be discussed as will recent developments around the concept of Best Available Technology Economically Achievable (BATEA).
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